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Mewes oi ten cal] their state the Last Frontier, end alaska is 
‘uly the Nest Fronticr in a nuaber of weys. This‘is the Great Lend, 
ie of the last ulaces on the planet wnere en adventuring spirit cen 
rm, where a men can prove hinself against the land, where he cen” 
> @ hermit if he wants, or win a fortune for himself. alaska is 
1e Last Frontier of many unknowns, of untapped resources, and of 
portunity. Cut most importantly, Alaska is one of the last un- 
oiled places on earth, a Last frontier where there are great deci- 
ions still to be made, where we still have the chence to stuay the 
slues of an area, to weigh these values end to make intelligent 
wices as to their highest us 


‘This conference las focused at mane on the values of one parti- 


ler arca of Alaska, the kort Slope. It is an importent contereice, 


believe, sometiiing of a milestone: [| doubt it couta nave been 


iy 


‘Wd ten years ago. for we cre giving recognition to tne 
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i@ orth Slove dses have meny different values ~- biological, 
thetic, end social as well as-economic. we have ned en imsortant 


Lilie! t. 


change of ideas about maintaining all these velues end the totel 


Wircnment of the horih Sloe. This is heartening . . evicence thet 
are Tinclly vaking up to some of the major envirciiontal issucs 
nfronting us in all arces of the carth. It is significant thet 


many people rearceenting so many interests have becn willing to 
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fom? together here for civilized give and take for three days. 

But out of all the discussion et this conference, cut of all 
he good’ words that have been said and the cood intentions that 
ave been declared -- and out of my pcrsonzl observations of the 
orth Slope -~ one hard. fact has emerged: e're talking a greatly 
moroved cane of golf, but in too many ways, we're pleying the seine 
ld geme we've aluays played. Here in the latter half of the twen- 
icth century we haven't changed certain of the ideas we held a 
entury ago: we're still regarding our neturel res uth as short- 
eri econoiic bonanzas to be Graboed as fast as posetbyed. Now that 


e have technology, we can crab more rapidly, more efficiently, and 


er more destructively then we could @ hundred years ago -- but 
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re're still in there grabbing. Our has exploitatior 


orth Slope illustretes this in three 
First, elthough we recocnize thet there ere other iiaportant 


flues in the orth Sloze, its dbvcEd agent hes proceeced on the a 
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wiori assumptions thet the most important velue is the econonic voluc 
f oil. and so while we talk cbout the importance of the arctic wild- 
ife -- the fish, the beer, the walves, the wetcr foul, enc the 
aribou, we al] know that they ere secendery to the oil. while we 
alk of the importance of the natives of the verth Sloge, we cll 

now that they, too, alons.uith their remark:ble culture, ere s sccunccry 


fo the oi]. -and while wo talk chout esthetic ind scientific velucs 
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t the wilaerness values have becn disregarded and ere now lost 
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jer @ very considereble part of the iorth Slope. 

Our second old-fashioned approach to Arctic development has 
jen the way we have rushed into it -- even as we rushed into the 
ploitation of the lower forty-eight 100 years ago, and after 

ld in Alaska 70 years ago. This is Alaska's great Cil Rush of 
9. Despite the fact thet the oil has been there for millions of 
ars -- and it is not about to leave, we Simply cannot wait to 

4 it out. | have not yet heard a cereful eva Juetion of the in- 
diate pressing need for this oil, yet we are acting as thouch we 
re already down to our lest berrel. Company is working against 


mpeny in feverish haste to find the richest gs 
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road was pushed tirougn the brooks Kange in cesperat 


st trucks throucn. to the north Slope, ance trucks lined up bering 


i¢ bulldozers in their hurry to be first. (ieny of those same trucks 


cidentally, were leter flown beck.) Row we are rushing through 
le construction of a pipeline ~- considercd by some te be one o1 


st embitious construction jobs of all tine -- just as fast es we 


! 


of stucy. The idea 
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n, end efter en exceptionally bricf period 


deleying the piceline for further study hes gotten a royal 
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And, thirdly, for all cur good attempts to do the job right, 

@ have done and ere doing brutal damage to the horth Slope -- far 
pre brutal, of ceurse, than we could have done a century eco, be- 
fuse now we heve far more destructive tools. Reswonsible oil con- 


nies meke every effort to keep the damage to a minimum. Others 


jecide what is "necessary demage" and what is "unnecessary damage." 
To illustrate this, | refer to a letter | received before coming 
é e : 1 ° ‘ e ° e 

io Alaska this sumier. It was written by an Alaskan biologist. He 


rote in part: 


"| am sure you must be well avare of the impect of 
the current oil exploration and development on Alaska's 
Arctic Horth Slope. But | wonder if you really know 
what is Going on up there. Frankly, | doubt thet tore 
than a handful of people... . are really avare of the 
extent of cemace now being wrought... , and tne po- 


tential for vastly increased demaje in the future. 


"The extent of industria] growth... is truly 
emazing.... the three drilling sites of last fal] 


heve . . . grown to.more then 30, with ore going in 
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all the time and up to as meny as 1,000 wells forecast. 
3 ; 
Seismic  theousran sites and exploration scars are wide- 
spread, Many of the drilling sites already have large 


‘airstrips constructed near by. 


"Roads ranging from tracked vehicle trails to all- 
weather gravel semi-highways are everywhere. Most have 


been constructed with little knowledge of, or regard for, 


the erosion problems connected with permafrost menipulation. 


Many are eroding badly already as are tne numerous seismic 


ie! 


trails. The tundra is so fragile that even the winter 


ant 


roads are showing erosion. The mere smoothing of froz 
tuncara tig * by snow plow or bulldozer operations curing 
the winter has reaoved enough insulation to allow the 


supsurfece permafrost to melt and erede. 


"Glering engineering errors in road end airstrip con- 
struction ere ccusing serivus crosion problems in many 


places. at leest one well was drilled right in the aicale 


pe 


of ariver channel. The thaving river is now threatening 


to wash it out -~If it hes not already aune so. also in 
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danger of being washed down river is the hastily erected 
6 the well site wie elreacy contcins some oil. 
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"Massive gravel removel from river beds is being 


conducted throughout the erea-with little regard for 
-the effects on loczn or enadronous fish posulations. 
‘In fact this vides sread renoval of Gravel, whicn is 

so necessary for roéd, airstrip, and drillpad construc 
tion, will be one of the major problems there. So 
little is now known of the anecroaous fish runs on the 
4 


North Slose that meny may be wiped out without enyonc 


ever being aware of it. 
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“A nuaber of the censtruction caps are truly sick- 
ening! ko effort appears to be mace to remove or cover 


garbege. Large Garbage dumos ere evicent on the surface 
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around msaay of the cemos, end in et least one ceinp 2 
garbage cua is not only disgusting to loox et, but is 


a serious health problen zlreedy. Gerbege 


ne 


is thrown rignt out of the cock snack door cnto a lerge 
pile no more then 10 fee i avay. The camp's toilets 


also cupty into the garbage no-more then a few feet froin 


ine-coor lo tie’ cook’ shack were food Ts prepered . . 5. 


"Cf course these garbege duaos ettract grizzly beers 


_and #irctic foxes. Sowe-of, these bears will be shet by 
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indiscriminate hunwers, while others will probebly be- 
come dangerous and mey be shot in defense of life and 


phopent yout of. i 


"The piles of -eapty 55-gallon gasoline and oil cruis 
and 9-g2 Alon gas cans ere crowing larger every day. Dur- 
4. 
ing the winter, a number of airstrips vere plowed out on 
frozen lckes. Empty fucl drums were discarded all over 
the surféces during winter operations ang ere now floating 


about the thawed lakes .... ; 
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n . , Because some of the various oil companics 
involved will not cooperate with cach other, there is 
c { J 


much duplication of effort, including construction of 


many unnecessery miles of road and additional airsiriss 


"Yet this is just the beginning. The new oil lease 
sale coming up this fall will allow meny new companies 
to enter the act, all of which will be competing 
to catch us with those companies already in operetion us 
there. This will mezn auch more cuslication of effort 
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ny visits to the oil ficlds | saw thousands of oi] cens end almost 
Oo wildlife. I say Great vistes of scérred tundra: cat tracks, 
roads bulldozed out of the tuncra, seismic lincs in crazy patterns 
pveryunere ena cozens of airstrips to eccomodate over 1,120 cir 
yperations a day. ind this, as we know, is only the begining. 

We didn't know whet we were doing a hundred years ago when we 
couldn't wait to rape our forests, plunder our wildlife and plow 
4p our preries. Today, for all our studies, we don't know the ex- 
tent of what we're doing as we rip apart the North Slose. Cur 
funcamental knowledge of the area is, in fect, scanty. We know 
hat we're teking a chence when we upset the fragile ecological 


alance, but we don't know the full significance of this upset. 


fe know we ere initisting a long chain of circurstances, but we 


nave No idea where they will leed. 
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For instence, we know thet the arctic, en exceptionally deli- 
pate area, has sucsorted seme of the i 
wildlife on the plenet ~- perneps 400,000 caribou, meny wolves and 
poand arctic fox == as wellcasya 
ish resource and millions of iaisratory bires. ill 
ine caribou make it when the lena thet hes susperted their feo 


for millenia is rigoca esart -~ end when an enoraous piseline locas 
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for miles in the way of their cuctomery routes? we hope so, but 


4. Ly 


nly time will tell. Will the wolves end wolverine, the erctic fox, 


he polar bear and the grizzly adept? ie have no idea. what would 


/t 


} major oil spill -- which is a growing possibility with a thousand 
, m2) ag [ y 

lells being drilled end billions of barrels uf oil being removed -- 
| J u 

thet would such a spill mean to nesting eiders and Old Squass end 
loons -- ana the migratory water fowl resting along the shores of 


Ihe Arctic Sea? Again, we sure hope it won't happen, but when it 


ioes we'll mect the chellence then. 
What of the tundra? The building of the winter road was sup- 


if 


hosed to Go a minimum of damage to this fragile skin of the Arctic 


; the 


end -- yet in places the road now resembles a soggy gully and 


‘agile skin is torn apart for an unforcseecble tine to cone. 
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And ¥ effect will the ineviteble disturbances of permetroct 
: wes ona 
on a vast scale SOE have? we know thet a steel piseline will 


e carrying oil heated to a high degree through soac of the most 
elicate -- and diificult -- terrain in the vorld. tovever, ine 
ctual ang presence of the pipeline per se is actually 
ily a cnall part of the problea involved. Its construction vill 
navoidably meen tremendous new road construciion zs sell to 
the pise into place. There will be sur rozds to service the cun- 


struction -- and jeter the maintenznce -- of the linc. There will 
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pumping stations and subsidiary pipelines to mitigate oil leaks. 
short, there will be a profound disruption of hundreds of tiles 
soil underlain by permafrost. what will this meen? tie will 


dy tne impact as we 


G 


fo along —- and’ Ting out aticr the “line ‘is 


| am reminded of the old Yale song that has the lines -- "we 


" Recognizing 


't know where we going and we don't susremely care. 
long last, thet we should care, and saying now that we do cere, 


're still going to take our chances and see whet happens. 
o 


These ére some of the more obvious reasons why | personally 
esticn the wisdom of our present development of the horth Slope. 

| the same time,! micht mention thet there are other and more fun 
nentel cuesticns wnich this new develooment emphasizes: 

| mentioned earlier thet | hac not heard of any study that 
owed the pressing, immeaiate need for the production of more oil. 
also know of no comprehensive stucy that has been done to deter~ 


cr 


re what the release of vast quantities of fossil fuel may mean 


-inan's oresent and future environment. we have had sce pretiy 
im evicence of whet the fumes from the internal combustion cngine 
n do -- as anyone who hes visitcd Los éngeles can testify. A 
nsidcreble group of Los sngcles physicians have advised people 


| leave the erea if they want to remain Heal thy: nee physicien . 
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olf | have had personal experience with certain Giseases wiich 
praia wee Chased -- and sometines made fatal -- by the breathing 
efouled air. It is interesting that the Californiz State Sencte -- 
a vote of 28 to 2, | believe -- recently voted to ban the internal 
sustion encine by the year 1975, 

Limited studies also indicate thet the presence of morc and 
> (O05 in the air -- a by-product of the release of fossil fuels -- 
have major effects on the climate as well as the oxygen content 
he air. Again, we do not know what effect the adaition of more 
consumption will have on people everyzhere. ‘ve "have the meens 
‘ind out, and | think we would be smart to find out before the 
rT, rather then cfter. 


lf continucticon of the iorth Slope develooment is inevitcble 
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: Conservationist | am grateful that there are responsible people 


HH 


‘he oil industry who ere avare thet much is at stake in the orth 


pe devclosment. They have a very real cnalleage -- as do all 


} 
sle concerned vith man's environment -- to see that the North 


o 
t! 
=a 
ae 
(ee 
oO 
cc 
© 


i Comes through as unscathed as possible by the mas 
development. 
The greeter challenge in Alaska, however, lies in the areas 


h have not yet been committed, as the North Slope has so obviously 


i committed. It is in these arces the pemectril- have a bast 
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fontier tof choice. These ere aiong the lest places on-earth where 


will ever hzeve this chance. 


we know, for instance, thet there are other oil-bearing reginns 
n the North Slope, pernaps even more promising than those we have 
Pi to tap. | refer, of course, to the regicns to the east end 
west of present operations -- to the arctic Wildlife Kefuge on 
L east and Nevy Pet 4 and other lands on the west. The Arctic 
ildlife Refuge has been evaluated and dedicated for specific values -~ 
nich incidentaliy still make another choice possible. Gut of the 
ata which hopefully we will gather from cur present Horth Slope 
evelopment, we should have a point of esraney's and new yarasticks 
or understanding the importance of the Arctic Wildlife Range and 
ther oil-bearing langs. 

To the south, there is also the magnificent still uncomaitiea 
ilderness of the Brooks Range. In other parts of Alaska, incluc- 
ng the Southeest, | have secn areas as superb -- in fact, areas 
s grand as any on earth. Cut the Erooks Renge stands above all 
thers, | belicve, in its exceptional scenery -- its wila mountcins, 
eesly glaciated valleys, exguisite sersentine rivers, its lakes 
ike great jewels, and its abundance of wilalife. Pressures to “open 

Wt 


»" and develop this erea will inevitesly follow the development of 


he forth Slose. In fact, the winter road has already bisectca the 
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ie end hed a 4 major impect on part of the arca. + The piveline will 
° further, unmeasured impact. This great wilcerness, the last 
at vilderness in the United States, hes already hed its: first 
ault. 

Wilderness is, as you know, of particular concern to me and to 
.thousends of people for whom | speck. And | speak for a grow- 
 nuaber of people, in fact, in making 2. case for preserving wil- 
‘ness even as | urge a more careful ana studied approach to cevel- 
ing other ereas. | co not need to tell Alaskans about the special 
ilities of wilderness -- the wild beauty, the solituce and the 
lence. These are estietic, recreational end, if you will, spiritual 


slities -- not easily measured or weiched. But it is the seeren 


:¥ J 
r these very quzlities that hes brought many people to Alaska end 
ot then here. To Alaskens, however, wilderness is bound to have a 


fforent mecning than it does to @ “ew Yorker or a Californicn. To 
| alasken, his state is so big and so much of it is still untrasclled 
iat the wilderness secias enuless, evcn es jt did to people in the 
ight only @ fey decades «go. 

To a Celifornian or a Kew Yorker, it should ke understood, 
leska's wilderness i is not so big. These people have ceen wilacrness 
hrink and disevpear; wilderness to thom is an increasingly rere cond 


recious thing. [It is in srorter cad shorter susply es’ tne lover 


orty-cight kecp filling up with more peo le and more cilics. wh: t 
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nes? remeins is’ used too much, and too often cestroyed by the 
e who love it most -- because there are too meny of then. 

In this increasingly crowded and tension-ridden world, the 

ties of wilderness ere beceming increasingly dear. More and 
people want to save these qualities from destruction. lore ane 
peodle are willing to fight for wilderness. This was well 
istrated by the outpotiring of public support last year for pro- 
ing the Grand Canyon and for preserving California's great rec- 
and Washingion's megnificent Korth Cascades. 

The recognition of the value of wilderness and the willingness 
ight for it is, in the words of my friend Grant McConnell, @ 
acteristic of an edvenced civilization. lt is a measure of the 
ee to which a society has evolved. It is a mark of the under 
ding of fundcmeatel velues -- values thet Jet lost in the shuttle 
oo many cities, too meny acres paved over rand saothered with 
rete. dnd, although to Alaskans this Great Lena is obviously 


rs, it has to be understood that this lend belonss to the rest 


née peuple of the United St ates, too -- and there are many people 


will fight to preserve it. 

| have argued the cese for wilderness et conc length on tne basis 
fundeaentel human needs; | should also point out thet for ilesKers 
corness con be its ae: economit asset. The oi) will run out -- 


n es the sald did -- whether it is fifty years from now, or soorer, 
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leter:? that resource is finite, and however much we try to co 
cht by our oil development, the lends from which oil is rcmoved 
Nl not egein be the same. Protected wilderness, on the other herg, 
n remain forever as an increasingly attractive resource thet will 
ing millions of people -. and with thea millions of dollars -- to 
stete of Alaska: this is what night be called an infinite re- 
urce, perpetual woney in the bank. 
Over and ebove the obvious specific values of wilderness to 
iny people, however, is the overriding imzortence of keeping sone 
| 7 2 

-eble part of the planet unspoiled -- to preserve sone part of 
s habitat as God made it. This earth is our only home, yet in. 
he short space of a few centurics we hun m1 beings have managea to 
ck up a good part of it out of carelessness, creca, ana ignorance. 
Ive already made cesspools out of tco many of our Ickes and Sureens 
nd aerial severs out of tuo many of our skies. we've broeacast 
bisons indiscriminately until there's no living aAine iL -- inclucing 
selves ~~ which can escace the threat of being incdvertantly 
pisoned. We've mangled tec much of cur lane and disregerdcd too 
a of our fellov creatures, other living species, who, in ing words 
the late silliea Monton cheeler: “are our only companions in en 
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we hve done all this wn the basis of three preaises which | 

uggest it is high time we questioncd: first, we heve assuiacd that 
everything on carth belongs to us, that it was put here for our 
pa articular use and that we can go with it shat we choose; secondly, 
we have assumed that we can treat different pieces cf the eerth as 
Separate isolated entities; end, thirdly, we have assumed thet we 
are in control. | suggest that we are wreng on all thrce counts. 
The earth does not belong to us -- we belong to it. Even as no man 
is an islana, no land is an island: whot we do in one erea of the 
planet is felt all over the plenet. The lichens of Alaska's North 
slope, for example, contain strontium SO -- not enough yet to destroy 
the caribou, but enough to think aboul. The Bald cagle of Southeast 
Alaska, our national symbol, is listed as en endencered s 
we are obviously not in control. There ere danger sijnals flying 


everywnere thet we may be in serious trouble. 


We should keep these danger signals in mind as ve proceed with 


= 


the further develozment of the Korth Slope end the rest of Alaska. 


pe 


Kuch of the North Slope is now set asice for oil production and all 
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the unknown results thet it will bring. The arctic may, in fect, 


heve a corner on e ceodly part of the verla's oil supaly. but un- 


questionebly, Aleska hes a corncr on the greatest single resource 01 
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wilacrncss.. We have to recognize the fact that this wilderness, 
already challenged, will not remain wilderness unless it is protecte: 
So while we ere willing -- and happy -- to commit millions of acres 
of Alaska tc the procuction of oil, shouldn't we resolve to comait 

at least an a anount concurrently to protected wilderness? hay 
-| suggest, in fact, that. the 9,000,000 acres of the Arctic Wildlife 
Range, ana the entire Brooks henge be given firm protection es clessir 
fied wilderness to keep their superlative environmental values avail- 
able to all people? with such a commitment to wilderness, we can 


still change our minus in the futur , for tilda does not "lock 
up» the land as some people like to say: it keeps the lend open for 
future ceteriminetion. 


Bae cc cee geme el eves derness (ini aleske thet ve still 
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Mewes cGice in alaska. his is our last such cnence to exercise 


such a choice. Those who make the cecisicns have a serious respon-~ 


{ 


sibility. These decisions will be not only tor oe but for many 
G 
I 


tomorrows. and these decisicns will affect not only the pecnle o 


Alaske » but as | heve indicated, all people everywhere. 
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